
In Memoriam 

SISTER VOLA BARKER 

Worthy Grand Matron 
1963- 1964 

     

Entered into Rest on February 9th, 2005 at her home in Fredericton, NB. Sister Vola Barker passed to her 
rest in her 102nd year. Born in Knowlesville, New Brunswick, she was the daughter of the last William and 
Ida (Corey) McBrine, and the wife of Archibald C. Barker. 
Sister Vola was a long-time member of Brunswick Street Baptist Chhrch and was a member of the lODE 
Sir Howard Douglas Chapter. 
She was initiated into Friendship Chapter in Hartland, New Brunswick, on April 18, 1942, and later 
affiliated with Celestial Chapter #3 in Fredericton, NB, On March 18. 1943. 
Sister Vola served as Worthy Matron in 1949. In 1963 she was elected Worthy Grand Matron and served 
with Brother Austin Steeves as her Worthy Grand Patron. Their year of service ended with their Grand 
Chapter Session “Friendly Session” held in Fredericton, NB. 
She was predeceased by her parents, her husband Archibald; an infant daughter; a son, William Barker; 
brothers, Claude, Jud, George, Lome and Leland; and Sisters Clara, Nessie, Ellen, Kathleen and Lucretia. 
Sister Vola is survived by her daughter-in-law, Sister Jennie Barker; grandchildren, Phillip Barker (Shirley), 
Judy McCammon (Bill); three great-grandchildren, Kelly Take (Andy), Marjorie (Jason Brewer), amd 
Megan; one great-great-grandchild; and several nieces and nephews. 
Celestial Chapter #3 held a Memorial Service from McAdam’s Select Community Funeral Home on Sunday, 
February 13th, 2005. The Funeral Service was held at the Brunswick Street Baptist Church on Monday, 
February 14th, 2005, with Rev. Ralph Irving officiating. Interment will be in the Fredericton Rural Cemetery 
at a later date. To take a part of Sister Vola’s Annual Report - she said: ”This year of service comes to an 
end, leaving me with a better understanding of the great principles of our Order, and that there is need 
for us to live our obligation if right shall triumph over wrong.” 
We extend our sympathy to Sister Vola’s family and friends, and to the members of Celestial Chapter #3, 
Fredericton. 

“Gone unto that Land upon whose peaceful shore 
There rests no shadows, fall no stain; 

Where those who meet shall part no more, 
And those long parted shall meet again. ” 

 
Donna Allen      John Murray 

Worthy Grand Matron      Worthy Grand Patron 
Brenda J. Saunders, PGM 

Grand Secretary 



 
SISTER VOLA BARKER 

Past Grand Matron 
1963-1964 

On February 9th of this year an angel who had lived among us for nearly 103 years left her earthly home 
to go to a new home above. Sister Vola R. Barker was that angel. We are well aware of her contributions 
to our Order through her 62 years of membership. 
Sister Vola was initiated into Friendship Chapter in Hartland in 1942, then affiliated with Celestial Chapter 
the next year. She served as Worthy Matron in 1949, and in 1963 she was elected to the office of Worthy 
Grand Matron. Sister Vola served the General Grand Chapter as a Committee Member during 1970-1973. 
Because of her age and declining health she had not been able to attend any functions for the last several 
years; however, she never forgot us during this time. 
Those of us from her Chapter are very familiar with Sister Vola’s personal capabilities. She was among the 
first to offer to bring food, work in the kitchen, call on those who were ill, be of service whenever and 
however she could. She loved to entertain in her home; everyone was made most welcome and was glad 
to be there. Sister Vola was that type of lady. And she was fun; she was always ready to go to a meeting 
of another Chapter, a Grand Chapter, or a Grand Family Exchange meeting, full of stories about life with 
ten siblings to pass the travelling hours, and willing to eat no matter what time of day or night. We will 
remember those good times. 
And Sister Vola was a devoted wife, mother and grandmother. She loved her family dearly, and her two 
grandchildren told us of their sleep-overs when they were young. Their Nana would get down on the floor 
and play with them. And they would cook together, then eat whatever they cooked. And no matter how 
much they ate they were never sick. What wonderful memories they have. 
So we, as a Grand Chapter, bid farewell to this wonderful friend, and extend our sympathy to her family. 
Sister Vola’s very favourite hymn was “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” and we can be assured that she 
has entered her new home in the company of this friend. 


